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This is who Blessed Pope Paul VI addressed, when he issued his encyclical July 25, 1968 articulating the timeless teaching 
of  the Catholic Church on the "regulation of  birth". This Faithful to God’s Design monthly news is an invitation to all of  us-
--ALL MEN and WOMEN OF GOOD WILL---to refl ect on these truths, during this anniversary year, 50 years later.

Marriage, therefore, is not the effect 
of chance or the product of the 

evolution of blind natural forces, it is 
a wise institution of the Creator for 

realizing in mankind His 
design of love. HV 8  

Many supporters of  Natural Family Planning are not 
enthusiastic about Amoris Laetitia. They wonder whether it 
accurately represents traditional Catholic teaching concerning 
human sexuality, and they are concerned (rightly, as it turns 
out) that some theologians, priests and bishops may invoke 
it in defense of  a permissive and duplicitous approach to 
moral questions concerning sexuality and fertility. But the 
misuse of  Amoris Laetitia does not alter the fact that it is an 
offi cially-promulgated document of  the Catholic teaching 
magisterium. It is a magisterial text that is here to stay; 
and instead of  engaging in acrimonious debate, a more 
productive approach would be to learn how to constructively 
use Amoris Laetitia in defense of  natural family planning. 

The average Catholic couple seeking information on Natural 
Family Planning will probably not be overly concerned with 
Catholic “culture wars” or the controversy surrounding Amoris 
Laetitia. Instead what they will certainly need are reassurance 
that what they are undertaking has the complete support 
and encouragement of  the Church, as well as 
competent instruction and compassionate, 
patient accompaniment by their teachers 
and pastors. For those who care to look for 
them, encouragement in all these matters 
may be found in the pages of  Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia.

Complete article available at 

www.CelebrateHV50.com

Presentations by Fr. Luke Dysinger available for viewing 
at www.CelebrateHV50.com on the following topics:

Discussion of  Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Amoris 
Laetitia has become increasingly heated in a Catholic 
culture that can only be described as polarized. In fact, 
the Exhortation contains sections that are very favorable 
to NFP and traditional Catholic sexual ethics: awareness 
of  this may help promote a more positive and broad 
acceptance of  Natural Family Planning by those who favor 
the use of  Amoris Laetitia in evangelization and catechesis.

The majority of  priests today are uncomfortable 
discussing NFP either with couples or fellow-clergy, 
or in their preaching/catechesis. In this presentation 
we will review some of  the reasons why this so and 
suggest ways in which dialogue with laity and health-
care professionals can be renewed and enlivened

Fr. Luke Dysinger, OSB, MD studied religion 
and medicine at the University of  Southern 
California, and received his D.Phil in Theology 
from Oxford University. Prior to joining the 
monastic community at Saint Andrew’s Abbey 
in 1980, he trained as a physician, and is on the 
medical staff  at Antelope Valley Medical Center. 
He teaches marriage and human sexuality, bioethics, 
patristics, and the history of  Christian spirituality 
at Saint John’s Seminary in Camarillo, California. 
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Dennis Jacobelli has taught at Catholic High 
School for close to 40 years – teaching the 
theology of  the body, natural family planning 
and the full plenitude of  Church teaching… Lots 
of  generations of  well formed young people. 
Dedication and patience on behalf  of  “Mr. Jake”.

It’s no secret that society is being shaped more and 
more by the invasive presence of  pornography. Not 
only is pornography now more readily available 
than ever, it’s terminology, philosophy, and lifestyle 
are fl ooding vast areas of  culture like tidal waves. 
As Catholics, – as human beings – we can’t ignore 
that the water is rising. We must have the courage 
to recognize that we live in an increasingly pornifi ed 
world and that it’s affects are far more devastating 
and socially-prevalent than an individual’s struggle 
with pornography. Though seemingly overwhelming, 
the good news reminds us that Jesus has conquered 
sin, giving us strength and strategies to fi nd victory 
amidst the pandemic that is this pornifi ed society. 
This talk will reveal the dark reality of  our pornifi ed 
culture while shining the light and hope of  the Gospel 
into the hearts of  us who are called to live in it.

Finding Victory in a Pornifi ed Culture
David Calavitta
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David Calavitta is a 
passionate Catholic in 
love with Christ and his 
Church. He’s also very 
much in love with his 
wife, Brittany, and their 
son, Judah. David has 
been blessed to serve the 
Church through youth 
and young adult ministry 
since 2000. In addition to 
his speaking ministry, he 
serves as the director of 
Design and Marketing for 
Life Teen International.


